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For kere we h ive no continuing City, but we ſeel one to come, 1 
Heb. xiii. 14.—7h refcre prepare to meet thy OD, 
Amos iv. 12.—— Ariſe je, and dipart, for this is ut 
your Reſt, Micah it. 10 


| HEN a M eis abont to take a long, difficult, 
| and tedious Journey into a Foreign Land, from 
* hence he ſhall never return, we generally find him, f 

be is a wiſe Man, very car@ul to provide ſuch Things 23 
he knows he ſhall ſtand m need of while he is upon his | 
Travel; and alſo very ezrneſt ro enquire the neareſt, beſt, F 
and felt Way thither. Aud we find alſo, that he ws | 
very anxious to know what Accommodations he may ex 
pect to meet with When he arrives at his Journey's Ind. 
But if he is a careleſs Perſon, he will Be very lintie, if as 

sconcerned, about providing for his Depaiture, or en- 
quiring the Way, or 2baut what he may meet with whes 

he comes there. You will perhaps find a Perſon's Time 
employed at the Tavern, the Card- Table, the Play- 

Mouſe, or berths (which is much worſe) at the Baw- 
dy-Houſe, 1nilad of mo Preparation for his Journey, 

And will not all the World call ſuch a Perian a Fool 
ho, inflead of making Prepazation for his Journey, i: 
epo ed in doing nothing towards it; or, what b 

worſe, making hingelf, as much as in him lies, unable and 

unkt for his Jury. 15 

| Bur, iuppoſgag he ſhoud be employed in heaping up 

' Riches that will be of no Ue to him; and which he 
Laos lic muff ave behind 5 Will he not bg as ine xcuiable 
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pꝛration for their Departure. We ſec the Genervity of 
> Mankind, of all N inks and Degrees, are empioved won 
| what they fhail eat, or what they ſhall drink, or weerewitha 
[ they ſhall be clo at hed; or elſe about the Riches, the Has 
| now's or Pleaſures of this World, as if they were to con- 
tinue here for ever. Ar1 if you remind one of theſs 
uathinking Mortals about the Things of Eternity, his 
Anſwer will be, tis Time enough. If he is: young 
Man, he will tell you, ſuch Diſcouiſe is very well for o 

| People, thoſe of ſeventy or eighty Teas of Age; but 


z3 ] 


t the fooliſh Drunkard ? In my Opinion he will, 


Let us then ſtop a Moment, and enquire w?, her this 


is not the Caſe with almoſt all Mankind. Ave they nor 
ill travelling a long nd difficult Journey, from whence 
they will never retun? Are we not all Paſſzngers from, 
Time to Eternity? Verity, Yes, All Mankind, young, 
and vid, high and low, rich and poor, are going to a Place. 
from whence they Ma never return. And now UNW ng 


it it to ſee ſo few, fo very few concerned in making Pres 


for his Part he has his Fortune to make, or his Family ta 
provide for, and f{tttl- in the World, and when chat u 
gone, he then perhaps may think of preparing for Eter- 
88 But if you continue to urge che Uncertainty ol 
Life, and the great Necctlity of being always ready : He 
will turn his Back upon you, and think yau ae como to 
torment him before the Time; vf count you either 2 


Fool or a Madinan for giving yourſeff any Concern about 


him; though at the fame Time the poor Creature ſtingy 
upon the awful Brink of Eternity, and may be force'$ 
for aught he knows, againſt his V/ ill, into the awfa 
Preftnce of Sd, who is a jealous God, and to ali ſuch 
obſtinate Wretches 2 conſumung Bite, . = 
Speak to the Man bf Years about leaving this World, 


ind one might think he would liſten to you with Pleature, = 


end :cjoiceat che Thoughts of his pr h DO 


| 
a 2 
1 But no. The Converſation proves unwelcome even to 
| old Age: and though decrepid, and almoſt hhnd, full of 
vodily Weakneſs and Infirmities, yer, -amazing to think. 
he is for ſtaying 2 little longer. If you ſhould ask nm, 
now it ſtands between God, ard his never-dying Soul; 
he will perhaps bc angry, and think you impertinem; or. 
if he ſhouid condeſcend to give you an anſwer; it would 
be, that he hoped afl was well. God was very merciful 5 © 
and that he for his Part had been juſt in all has Desing; 
zd perhaps had gone regularly to Church, or Meeting for 
many Years, had often relicv'd the Poor, and rhgefore to 
be ſure he ſhould go ro Heaven when he died. If you. + 
inform him of the facred Truths of the Goſpel. and tel 
him, he mult be born again of the, Spirit of God, and be 
made a new Creature in Chriſt Jeſns, before he gocs hence 
. to be ſcen no more, or elſe he can never enter into the 
0  Kingdem of Heaven 3 and that all his ſeeming good 
| Doings, without 2 ſtedfaſt Reliance on the Blood and 
Righteouſneſs of Jctus Chriſt, and a ſev ing Change being 
_ wrought in, the Soul by the Spirit of God. If you re- 
mipd him of theſe important Points; and tell him he 
muſt experience the Truth of them in his own Soul or 
be for ever ſhut out of the Kingdom of Glory: Inſtezd 
of paying any Regard to what you ſay, hell go his own. 
Way and perhaps leave you for a poor canting hypocritical | 
Methodiſt, Thus deceived, he fs not only willing to live. 
1 but willing to die, and will not be perſuaded otherwiſe, 
| ll he lifts up his Eyes in Torments. 
But are all thus? Are there none to be found that have 
ſer their Faces Zion- ward? Yes, bleſſed be God there we 
_ afrw th at are travelling to the New j eruſalem. 
Tome may be ready to 28k, ham thele few came to 
differ from the reſt of Mankind ? I anſwer, that God 
timſelf has made them to differ N leſged Spirit has 
convinced them, that by Nature they were walking rhe 
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broad Way that leads to Hel, ever as others; and has te- 


cording to his good Pleaſure without any Vent or Deſert. 
of theirs, rurncd ther wendering Fett into the narrow Path 
that eads to Heaven. 9 5 

But it may be farther asked, how theſe ſewethit are 
walking in the nanow Path hall be able to hold on, of 
hold out to the End? The Auſwer is ready: Chriſt him- 


felf, who has purchaſed them with his own molt precious 


Blo2d, ſtands enzayed to fee them all forth coming at the 
grand Reſurrection Morn, My Sheep, favs the glorious 
IMMANUEL, hear my Fiice, and 1 know thera, and they 
follow me. And I give uno them ete nal Iife, and they 
call never periſs, neither fhall any pluck them aut of my 
Hand, John x. 27, 28. Cheating, cimrnings com- 


+ fortable Words' May they be wrote by << Finger of 


the Living God upon the very Table of every Heart, 


And, leſt any of his Sheep ſhould loſe their Way tn 


the Wiiderneſs, he has left them a Map to guide them 


every Step they take; [ man, that woft precious Boak, 


the Bible. And for their Support, while thev ate 
walking this dangerous and difficult Road, he has icartered 
Abundance of exceeding rich and reviving Corchals 
through this divine Book; which are, his ſweet, pre- 
cious, and never-failing Promiſes ; that whatever Di- 
couragements #hey meer with ſrom heir numerous and 
powerful Entraies, they may be kept from fainting, or 
turning back. And tho' the Devil. with all his Hellkih | 
Crew; tho' the World, with all its Helliſn Allurements; 
tho' Temptations from within and from witho:it, al com- 
bine together to oppoſe the Chriſtian's March; though 
Death icf;1f ſhould appear with ever ſo terrible « Vidages 


yet, in the Strength of his God, having the Eye of 


Frith ſtedfaſtly fixed upon the glorious Captain of hi 


_ Salvation, he ſhall be enabled boldly to march through altÞ 


Ard when he arrives a3 the End of his ſourney, 2 
TEE 8 ao. * 
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Picffed Company, avd what delightful Entattairfnent 
Will be to meet with; ſuch as Bae hath not ſeen, cor Ear 
keard, uc it her kath it ev r entered ims the Heart of aw 
0 con cive. le (hall ther; exchange all his trou bieſame, 
nd difay:ecaile Comranions, the Warld, the Fleth, and 
the Devi, f-1 the gloctous Company of the Apoſtles, 
the goodly Fel!ow ſhip of the Prophets, and the noble 


Army of Ma tyrs: And his Entertainment ſhall be in 
JO'ning with the Church: triumphant. in ſinging that 


 leemn and everlaſting Anthem, Salvatien to our God that 
| ſit #pon the 7 ht One; and toe Lamb that Was ſlain, fat ever, 
and ever | | 


Bleſſed Ente tainment, glorious and moſt delightful 
Employment this! Surely it will be Joy unſpeakable. Me- 


thinks I long to ſee the once meek, lowly, and defpiſcd 
Ius, ſitting high exalted upon bis Throne of Glory. 
Mechmks I long to hear the Cherubims and Seraphims, and 
all the angelick Hoſts, with all the Redeemed of the Lord, 


praiſing our glortou Remer, | 

And if all the fathful Followers of the Lamb (Þil be 
idmitted to ſpund an Ecernity of Happineſs in: the Realms 
of Bliſs, and none, none but the Faithful: What! O what 


vill become of the Ungodly and the Sinner: Where! O 
where will they appear. To have the Almi hty God for 


20 Enemy will be c teadful indeed. And ſuch will be the 
Cale of all that die unpardoned. They would not have 
Chriſt to reign over them in this Life, and they ſhall not 
live and reign with him in that which is to come. But in- 


ſtead of joining with the Heavenly Hoſts, to ſing hi: 
Praiſes through the countleſs Ages of Eternity, they will 


be doomed ro dwell with all the Devils in Hell, to weep 


und howl in Flames of unquenchable Fire, never, never, to 
have an End. Oh, dreadful Thought! to be confined in 
the Midſt of Fire for ever, and for ever, is enough one 


- 


latmall the ſinners in the World. 
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But alas! how few regard it; the Expreſſion will perhaps 
chill their Biood, and that is all; Inſtead of laying thete 
Things to Heart, and ſeeking to eſcape theſe dreadful Tor- 
ments, by turning to the Lord with a hearty Repentance 
and true Faith, they will endeavour to put ſuch Thoughts 
fem them, and lo (if ſovereign Grace does not interpoſe) 


periſh everlabÞ nnly. | 


Nay, are th ie not thoſe among us, who do not only triſte 
with Omnipotence, but by their abomivable Wickedneſs 
bid Defiance to God's tremendous Wrath? Yes verily are 
there many, too many there are of theſe hacdened Wretches. 
May the Lord Jeſus Chriſt leſſen the Number, and ſhew 
Mercy to thoſe poor Creatures, who have none for theme 


ſelves, for his own Mercy Sake. 


But, Reader, let me hope better Things of thee, and 


Things that acconipany Salvation. Let me intieat thee 


ny, let me humbly beſcech thee, to be in carnelt abou ; 


thy never-dying Soul. Thou halt ſeen the Miſeries of thet 
Wicked, and of all that dis unpardoned, deſcribed above! 


And alſo the indpeakavic Happiness of ail thote u ho live 
and die intereſted in the Obedience and Sufferings of the 
Son of God: The one ſhall be received at the Day of 
Fudgment, witathat delightful Sentence, Come ye Bicfſed, &c, 
whillt rhe other ii be feng 2way, with that d cadtul Sen- 
rence, Go ye Curſed, & c. 7 , 

Therefore exemine thyſelf; and in order that thou 


mayeſt do it co g2cd Purpoſe, beg that God would gwe 


thee his blefled Spirit to bg thee in this great and umpor= 
tant Duty. Ack thy +ou! v 257 Eer thon art travelling the 


broad Way that leads ro Damnation, or the parrow / 17 


that leads to Sa vation 3 One of theſe Paths thou art walk. 
ing in this Moment : Put the Queitio* Home to thy (eh, 
end ren ember that thy cverlaſting All depends upept 
Aniwer. | 
Bus perhaps hey wilt lay, thau canſt not tell what ho 
uk 
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and Prayer ; attend che Preaching of his fz. 


thy Blovd will be upon thy own Head, and 


© wilhcr. 
Lines to the Hear: of au that love the Lord Jeſus Chin 


[8] 


art, and that thou art fo ignorant, thau xaoweſt not why: 


ther thou art going. Is M ? Is this the real Caſe witi 
thee? Then T truſt tho art willing to be inſtructed, and 
if thou art, the bleſſed and adorable Redeemer is 2 Prophet 
on pi pole to teach thee: Mit upon him in all his ap- 
pomtec Oi dinances; read his ſacred Word *vith Attention 
ful Minis. 
to him in theie Yiew's, as a bling, 1 ignorant, Hell- de · 
ker ing d. nner: And my Soul for chine, the bleſſed ſeſus 
by bis Spurt meet with thee, and will teach thee the 
Things cit2t make for thy everlaſting Peace. 

Pur it thou refuſe this Advice, and haſt no Deſire after 
theſe hinge bur had'ſt rather continue in Darkneis: 
Know tor certam, that if rhonv 1705 7 a5 Meadful State, 
d chou wilt periſn 


everlaſti gly. The moit lngh God him elf, inftead of be. 


Ing thy Friend, will oe thy Enemy to all Eternity. 


But that this may not be thy uihappy Portion; but 


the ch u mayeft be brought to a ſaving Knowledge of 
Jus Chrilt, before thios go hence to be ſeen no more, ts 


the ca neſt Prayerof him, v whe is thy real Friend and wel 
And may the Divine Bleſſing accompany thei 


im Sincrrity. Anu that it may prove a Word ſpoken in dus 


Senſon to Saints and Sinners, is the bervent Dcfire of one 


who wil! hee Weed to Zion. 
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